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DISAPPROVING EXTENSION OF

NONDISCRIMINATORY TREAT-
MENT TO PRODUCTS OF PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

SPEECH OF

HON. PATSY T. MINK
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 1999
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today in strong opposition of providing normal-
trade-relations status to the People’s Republic
of China, because China continues to deny
the greater part of its citizenry the most basic
human rights; because it engages in the
worse kinds of religious, political, and ethnic
persecution; because it bullies neighboring
countries, and because it undermines inter-
national stability by exporting missiles and nu-
clear technology to some of the world’s lead-
ing rogue nations.

Every year, we are told that normal-trade-re-
lations status promotes continued economic
growth and human rights in the People’s Re-
public of China. While this trade has helped
China expand its economy and improve the
living standards of a relatively small number of
its citizens, I believe it is an absolute stretch
of the imagination to argue that China’s eco-
nomic growth has benefited the vast majority
of its 1.5 billion citizens who continue to be
denied—oftentimes forcibly—the freedom to
think, speak, read, worship and vote as they
wish.

I simply cannot agree with those who argue
that normal-trade-relations will one day result
in improved human rights in China as the gov-
ernment of that vast nation continues to vio-
late human rights on a massive scale.

For example, the people of Tibet have been
subject to especially harsh treatment by the
Chinese Government because their culture
and religion are inseparable from the move-
ment that seeks full Tibetan freedom from
China—a movement that has been brutally
suppressed by the Chinese Government since
the late 1940’s when armed Chinese forces
drove the Dalai Lama into exile.

Since then, the Chinese Government has
stepped up its efforts to discredit the Dalai
Lama as well as its campaign to eradicate the
ancient culture and traditions of Tibet. In May
1994, a new ban on the possession and dis-
play of photographs of the Dalai Lama, re-
sulted in a raid of monasteries in which Bud-
dhists priests were brutally beaten by Chinese
military personnel.

And it is not just the Buddhists that have
been victims of this harassment. Since 1996,
all religious institutions in China must register
with the state. The failure to do so results in
the closure of such institutions—or worse. For
example, Human Rights Watch—Asia reports
that unofficial Protestant and Catholic commu-
nities have been harassed, with congregants
arrested, fined, sentenced, and beaten.

Even as recently as July 20, 1999, the Chi-
nese Government has implemented large-
scale arrests of Falun Gong practitioners in
different parts of China. Falun Gong is a wide-
ly practiced meditation exercise that upholds
the principles of truth, compassion, and for-
bearance. Although it has no political motiva-
tion or agenda, the Chinese Government has
officially banned it as an illegal operation.

Sadly, China’s policies have not changed
since the United States and China have nor-

malized trade relations. It has persisted on fol-
lowing policies that threaten to make it an in-
creasingly disruptive force among all other na-
tions. China’s continuing and growing practice
of selling advanced weapons and nuclear
technology to Iran, Iraq and other rogue na-
tions, not to mention their theft of U.S. nuclear
technology, makes it a threat to world peace.

It should be remembered that, like China
today, South Africa had a growing economy, a
growing middle class—albeit racially limited, a
significant United States business presence,
and a severely repressive government. And,
just like the arguments supporting normal
trade relations with China, it was argued that
continued and increased United States trade
with South Africa would bring about the eco-
nomic, social, and political reforms that would
inevitably force the South African Government
to dismantle apartheid.

However, despite our continued trade rela-
tions, the Government of South Africa contin-
ued and, in fact, stepped up its campaign of
repression and terror, including kidnapping,
torture, jailing, and murder, to maintain apart-
heid. It took a worldwide trade embargo—not,
increased trade—to convince a previously in-
tractable South Africa to transform itself into
the open and democratic society that it is
today. The embargo—not, our previous policy
of ‘‘constructive engagement’’—convinced the
South African leadership to, among other
things, release Nelson Mandela from 27 years
of imprisonment and recognize the African Na-
tional Congress.

It took the Western World losing patience
with the broken promises of the South African
Government to bring about change.

It is time that we lose our patience with the
People’s Republic of China.
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HONORING MARIA MORALES FOR
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999
Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today, I am

proud to stand and honor my good friend,
Maria Morales who, at the age of 105, passed
away July 27th. Maria was a resident of Casa
Otonal, an Hispanic residential and service
community in New Haven, Connecticut.

Living for over a century, Maria witnessed
many sweeping changes to our Nation’s his-
tory. Born in Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico, she
came to Connecticut with her son in 1958. For
over 20 years she was an active and com-
mitted member of the Casa Otonal Senior
Center—sharing a myriad of stories with her
many friends and family. I often spoke with
Maria during my many visits to Casa Otonal.
Bright and articulate, she was well-versed in
many areas including politics and had a
unique gift for patchwork quilts and other
hand-crafted specialties. Just this past May,
Maria participated in the 13th Annual Cente-
narian Reception and was the oldest member
of the honored group. ‘‘Maintaining a strong
faith and an active lifestyle’’ was her secret to
a long and successful life. With five children
and dozens of grandchildren and great-grand-
children, Maria’s life was full and joyous. It
was an honor to have known her.

Maria Morales was an exceptional woman
and I am pleased to stand today to pay tribute

to my dear friend and join with her daughter,
Domitila, granddaughter, Carmen, family,
friends, and the Casa Otonal community as
they celebrate her life. Her vitality and spirit
continues to shine in the many wonderful
memories of her that we all share.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, the
President has announced the extension of
Normal Trading Relations with the People’s
Republic of China. I support his decision be-
cause I believe that U.S. interests are best
served by a stable and open China. However,
most importantly, I believe that normal rela-
tions with China is the most effective way to
convince them to end their human rights
abuses and join the international community in
support of democracy.

We should demand that China abide by
international trade and non-proliferation agree-
ments, cooperate in regional and global
peace-keeping security initiatives, and main-
tain and respect the human rights of the Chi-
nese people.

Our total trade and exports to China has
dramatically expanded. The United States
maintains a large agricultural trade surplus
with China (including Hong Kong), our fourth
largest agricultural market. U.S. agricultural
exports to China reached almost $2.9 billion in
1998. In addition, engagement has produced
significant breakthroughs in opening China’s
agricultural market.

If the United States chose not to continue
normal relations, we would be the loser. China
will find other trade countries to replace the
U.S. goods now sold to China. Should I be-
come convinced that ending our trade with
China would be more effective in changing
their human rights abuses and help achieve
U.S. interests, I would vote to do so.
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THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CYPRUS INVASION

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 1999

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, today we
mark the 25th anniversary of a bitter day in
world history, the Turkish invasion of Cyprus.
Turkey’s occupation of Cyprus now stands as
the most lengthy and glaring example of con-
tempt for the rule of law in the world today.
The lack of enforcement of the scores of
United Nations resolutions calling for the with-
drawal of Turkey’s illegal occupation forces re-
mains a mark of unfulfilled responsibility in the
global community.

Cyprus presents an exceptional opportunity
for the United States to facilitate a successful
solution because a settlement there is man-
ageable. Cyprus is small in size and popu-
lation, and it has clearly delineated borders as
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